Hemispheric lateralization of attention processes in the human brain.
We review recent evidence for the hemispheric lateralization of attentional systems in the human brain. There is abundant anatomical, neuroimaging, and neuromodulatory evidence for a relative lateralization toward the right hemisphere of some of the cortical networks supporting the attentional systems, especially those including the temporo-parietal junction and the ventro-lateral prefrontal cortex. Damage or disconnection of these right-lateralized nodes may produce severe deficits of spatial and nonspatial attention, as in visual neglect, or of inhibitory control. Finally, we examine the possibility that some of these hemispheric asymmetries are not only exclusive to the human brain, but may also be instrumental in prioritizing information in non-human animals.